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Abstract:

Given the rapid pace of advancement in science, technology, and innovation,
policymakers in this field need to constantly update their information to achieve effective,
efficient, and timely policymaking. On the other hand, they often do not find the necessary
opportunity for specialized focus and scientific research on issues. For this reason, think
tanks come to the aid of policymakers as active research organizations in the field of
policymaking. The present study aims to explore and explain the role of think tanks in the
policymaking processes related to science, technology, and innovation (STI) in Iran, using
a multiple case study approach. The cases studied were purposefully selected from think
tanks active in STI policymaking and cover two areas: nanotechnology and artificial
intelligence. Data collection sources include articles, semi-structured interviews, and
documents published by think tanks. Data analysis was conducted using qualitative content
analysis and coding using ATLAS.ti software. The findings of the research identify a total
of 14 distinct roles performed by think tanks, manifested through 47 types of interventions
and 233 specific activities contributing to STI policymaking in the country. These roles
include: future maker, regulatory authority, provider of expert workforce, host and
generator of ideas, database, policy document evaluator, local development trustee,
promoter, policy maker, intellectual and research arm of policymakers, mediator, network
builder, provider of development infrastructure, and market manager.
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