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Abstract:

The main objective of this study is to understand the transition of Iran's defence industry.
Thus, a multi-layer approach using results from interviews with experts has been adopted, and
a framework called ‘a three-dimensional framework’ has been proposed. Based on this
framework, three main elements need to be considered: ‘establishment’, ‘threshold’, and
‘direction to sustainability’. These three dimensions/elements assist us in understanding the
transition of the defence industry within the socio-technical context. The main contribution of
this study is that understanding ‘establishment’ and ‘threshold’ of the socio-technical context
is key towards understanding the future ‘directions to sustainability’. A lack of such
understanding will negatively impact policy making and planning. The paper finally concludes
and discusses the findings and implications.
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